Key features to
Vivian Gussin Paley's teachings.

The statement that, “collaboration produces the best work” when
describing the joint efforts of teachers coming together, which would seem to
indicate that Paley’s work in solitude is not sufficient enough to merit the
upmost respect from her peers. This however does not take into account the fact
that she was constantly collaborating. In fact, Paley was collaborating with the
greatest “natural born story tellers” of all, children (A Child’s Work, chapter 4).

Through this work and constant collaboration, Paley was able to delve
deeply into the creative minds of children. Unscripted until after the fact when
she transcribed the daily occurrences, Paley was able to see, with the help of her
children, ways of dealing with societal values and other pertinent issues that
could be dealt with through the experiences of story telling and creativity.

One of the most striking features in The Girl with the Brown Crayon is the
fact that not only these kindergarten aged children were able to immerse
themselves in the readings of a favorite author of the class, Leo Lionni, but also
that they were able to act out these situations while discovering more about life
and more importantly, more about themselves; such as the self-discovering
process that little Reeny went through throughout the story and moreover about
discovering herself through the relationship she draws throughout to Frederick
the mouse with the use of allegory.

With policies such as the No Child Left Behind and Reading First Initiative,
Paley identifies the importance as well as sees the value of letting children
discover themselves through devices such as story telling and make-believe, as
an alternative to standardized testing and teacher-led activities (Cooper 2005).
In Paley’s after word to the Alliance Report, we can get a sense of just how much
belief she puts into the efforts of children in their world of creative learning.
Through her “research” we are able to see the benefits of and the gains that the
children are able to make developmentally and this is particularly evident
throughout the book, A Child’s Work.

Paley is able through story to bring the children to an understanding of
the world they live in, how to face problems in a way so pure and simple that
only the imaginations and creativity of children can do. Children are able to
confront and overcome their problems and in doing so in the safety of the
preschool classroom they are also able to see the effects of these problems at a
community level. Such is the case in The Boy Who Would be a Helicopter.

Vivian Paley greatest attribute is her desire to connect and understand the paths
that her students are taking throughout their journeys at school, which translate
into “real world” learning. How the little Reeny connects with Lionni’s writings
and uses them to project her own self-image from them. Without such
experiences in creativity, story telling and exploration, Reeny may never of had
such an opportunity to gain so much insight into the world and her own self.
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The LiD program initiated by Kieran Egen, shares the principals that Paley
uses in her classroom and extends them through the entire schooling experience
of the individual. There is an understanding taking place that through mastery
and extensive research into a specific area, such as the year spent looking at the
books and stories of Lionni, students and scholars will be able to achieve a
greater understanding of many more things in the world around them. This is
best described as, “If one is master of one thing and understand one thing well,
one has, at the same time, insight into and understanding of many things.”
(Vincent Van Gogh, LiD site) There is no doubt that Paley and her students
explore and understand the value of imagination, creativity and story-telling
which in turn inspires each of them to delve deeper into the world around them.
Thus preparing them to be problem solving, imaginative and creative citizens
contributing to the future. Helping them discover more about who they are and
how to in Paley’s and many others’ eyes, thoughtful people of tomorrow.

Euan Frew  Saturday, June 16, 2012 5:19:22 PM Central European Summer Time



